DANUBIAN    DESTINY
action against Nazi Germany came over the German
threat to France's other ally, Czechoslovakia. It was
resolved by what happened before and at Munich. For
good or ill, and whether she would have achieved any-
thing effective in a possible war or not, Russia was
utterly isolated from the west at Munich. The Russo-
French, Czecho-Russian, and Czecho-French Pacts were
in effect torn up. The new Czecho-Slovak Government
was compelled by Germany to inform the Russian
Government that Prague no longer considered the
Czecho-Russian Pact to be binding. The German
Foreign Minister, in Paris early in December to sign
the German-French Pact guaranteeing mutual frontiers,
extracted from M. Bonnet, the French Foreign Minister,
so it is reported, an informal declaration that as long
as M. Bonnet were Foreign Minister the Franco-Soviet
Pact might be considered a dead letter.
Thus the Rhineland door was bolted and barred in
the French face by the Siegfried Line, constructed since
the Rhineland reoccupation of 1936, and Russia had
been isolated from the rest of Europe by the German
success at Munich. Further, at Munich the French had
been isolated from Czechoslovakia; the Bohemian-
Moravian bastion had not only been reduced, but its
giant natural and man-made defences had been handed
over to Germany to serve as German defences in future;
and the French alliances with Poland and the remnant of
the Little Entente were rendered derisory. A new Czecho-
slovakia arose, completely under German domination, as
a kind of territorial and strategic outrider of the Third
Reich, reaching down to Rumania and dividing Poland
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